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SPIRIT 
MIND 


His spirit will rally others: toserve a worthy cause. 
His mind will grow with each project he directs. 
He will remind us all that Aggie: anything. 


Aggie Leader Scholarships via Operation Spirit and Mind.’ 
The Texas A&M Scholarship Initiative. 


The challenges of today’s world demand exceptional leadership. From business to government to education, 
wherever people work together, a strong and visionary boss is the key to any organization’s success. 


You can fund Southerland Aggie Leader Awards and Spirit Scholarships for specific colleges or departments 
via Operation Spirit and Mind. Help Aggies of all disciplines become skilled and confident young leaders. 
Wherever life takes them, they will leave the indelible mark of Aggie values and ability. 


Operation Spirit and Mind is in motion. Be part of its success, Your generous spirit will 


: 4 : TEXAS 
produce formidable Aggie leaders for our country and the world. 


A&M 


Call the Texas A&M Foundation at (800) 392-3310 or give online at giving.tamu.edu ron ESL 


42rHMKOory 
FOUNDATION 


www.12thMKOT.com 
877.966.3283 


rhe Stony That's Meer Been THA 


Own a part of Texas A&M history! The former 12th Man Kickoff Team 
players have created a book, No Experience Required, depicting their 
trials and tribulations. 


All book proceeds are used for scholarships for students in need at Texas A&M. 
The 12th Man Kickoff Team continues to give its all to the University 
that believed not only in their spirit but in their dream. 


LIMITED EDITION LEATHER BOUND DELUXE COLLECTOR’S EDITION 
HAND SIGNED BY COACH SHERRILL - $149.95 


www.12thMKOT.com 
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a? Where Are 

They Now? 
Catching up with former 
A&M All-American punter 


Shane Lechler. 
BY STEVE HUNT 
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25 Aggie Football 
Rewind 


A look back and Q&As with 
Uzoma “EZ” Nwachukwu 
and ‘Tony Jerod-Eddie. 

BY BRIAN DAVIS "01 
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Season Preview: 
Women’s Basketball 
Getting to know assistant coach 
Vic Schaefer and the 2009-10 
women’s basketball team. 

BY BRIAN DAVIS "01 


Season Preview: 
Men’‘s Basketball 
‘Three seniors want to leave as 
the winningest players in Texas 
A&M basketball history. 


BY BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 & 
JASON MCCONNELL ‘01 
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Exclusively Aggieland: Bonfire 

BY LYSSA HAMILTON '99 

The 12th Man 

‘The 12th Man: Faces of Aggieland 
BY JASON MCCONNELL ‘OT 

Aggie Owned & Operated 

BY KATIE MCCONNELL ‘09 

Old Army 


k for the answer in 
author of the Aggie 


Need money for tuition, books, food, gas or entertainment? 


Short of Cash? Donate Plasma! Thousands do. 
Earn up to 


$150/mo. 


DC! BIOLOGICALS 


THE PLASMA CENTER 


DCI Biologicals Wostgata Biologicals 
4223 WelbomPd, | Bane-Pieture ID. | 709 Jniversity Dr E, Ste. 111 
Bryan, TX So Guciand Prot College Station, TX 

979-846-8858 ef Restlenny. 978-268 6050 


WWW. DCIPLASMA.cOM 
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AGGIES ALWAYS WIN 
WITH CITY BANK TEXAS 


303 Arguello * College Station 
(979) 268-2265 


www.citybankonline.com 


CITY BANK TEXAS PROUDLY SUPPORTS TEXAS A&M ANDAGGIE ATHLETICS 
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publisher’snote 


How 


Who can believe that we’re already two-thirds of the way 
through football season? Our Ags have made great strides since 
last year, but it’s clear that we've still got a ways to go before 
hoisting a Big 12 Championship on the gridiron. 

Junior Jerrod Johnson has emerged as one of the most pro- 
ductive QBs in the nation and is on the cusp of completely re- 
writing the Aggie record books. And how about Von Miller? 
Isn't’ it nice to see an Aggie’s name at the top of the national 
leaderboard for sacks? Or how about the idea of having a first- 
team All-American on defense? Indeed, the football program has 
come along way. 

As we alluded to on our cover caption, it looks like a bowl bid 
could be on the horizon. We don’t’ care which one, and the op- 
ponent is irrelevant. Let's just get to a bowl and let these young 


players experience another month of workouts in full pads and 
continue to show our recruits that we're a program on the up- 
swing. 

On another note, be sure and check out our men’s and wom- 
en’ hoops coverage on pages 31-37. Gary Blair returns a nation- 
ally ranked squad that’s as talented and hard working as any team 
in year’s past. And you probably won't recognize Mark Turgeon’s 
men’s team. They may be a bit smaller, but the speed and athleti- 
cism they put on the court is unlike any A&M squad in decades. 
Make plans now to take advantage of the “holiday hoops” tick- 
et specials and don’t miss the Aggie men in action in Houston 
against New Mexico on December 12. 

This month, Aggies all over the world remember the twelve 
who were lost ten years ago in the Bonfire collapse. Bonfire Re- 
membrance Week is November 13-18 and includes a Bonfire 
Remembrance Program on November 17 at Reed Arena as well 
as a Ceremony & Candlelight Vigil at 2:42 a.m. on November 
18. Read our tribute to the memory of Bonfire on page 38. 

See you all at Kyle Field as the Aggies prepare to BTHO Bay- 
lor and t-u. to close out the Big 12 schedule! With any luck, the 
next issue to arrive in your mailbox will be the Bowl Game Pre- 
view edition. 


Gig’em Ags! 


HOLIDAY SUBSCRIPTION SPECIAL 
BUY ONE FOR $18, GET UP TO 2 FREE! 


Three ways to subscribe: 
1. On the Web: www.aggielandillustrated.com 


Af 


2. By phone: Call us at 1-866-55-AG-MAG (1-866-552-4624) 


3. By mail: Send your subscription and payment 
information (check or credit card) to: 
Aggieland Illustrated 
PO Box 6841 
Bryan, TX 77805-6841 
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Aggieland Illustrated is an independently owned, Aggie 
‘owned and operated publication and in no way reflects 
the views or opinions of Texas A&M University. 
Aggieland illustrated (ISSN 1932-9105) is published 
eight times a year in the United States by Aggieland 
Illustrated, PO Box 6841, Bryan, TX 77805-6841. Re- 
production or use of editorial or graphics content in 
any manner without permission is prohibited. Photo- 
‘graphs and manuscripts for publication ae welcome, 
but will not be returned unless accompanied by a self- 
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979-229-8046 or 1-866-55-AG-MAG 
www.aggielandillustrated.com 


Presenting the Texas AGM Collection by James Avery. 
Perfect gifts for the new graduate, special student, 
or alum in your life. 


Gig ‘Em, Aggies 


www jamesavery. com, 
800-283-1770 


Subscribe or renew online at www.aggielandillustrated.com 
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lubbock lashing 


Head coach Mike Sherman celebrates with 
Uzoma “EZ” Nwachukwu (#7), Aaron Arterburn 
(#43) and the rest of the team after their blowout 
victory over No. 21 Texas Tech, 52-30. It was the 
Aggies’ first win in Lubbock since 1993 and the 
first victory over a ranked team for Sherman. 
Photo by Mike Fuentes, AP. 
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in a class of her own 


The Aggie soccer team welcomes senior Emily Peter- 
son on to the field during pre-game introductions. In 
October, Peterson was selected as one of ten final- 
ists for the prestigious Lowe's Senior CLASS Award 
The winner will be announced during the 2009 
NCAA Women’s College Cup in early December. 
Photo by Jason McConnell ‘01 
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eyes on the ball 


Sophomore Dash Harris guards a member of the 
Texas A&M-Commerce basketball team during an 
exhibition game at Reed Arena. One of the best de- 
fenders on the team, Harris will likely start at point 
guard for the Aggies this season, allowing senior 
Donald Sloan to play his more natural position (SG). 
Photo by Brian Davis ‘01 


VARSITY’S HORNS ARE 


SAWED OFF! 


Perfect for the weary 12th Man 


Close tovall area attractions * Kids 17 and under stay free 
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Now you can own the most 

Unique, timeless display of Aggie 

Pride —a matching pair of genuine, 

“sawed-off Texas Longhorns. 

Each authentic horn is mounted — « solid wood bases (10"L x 7") 
toa hand-made, solid wood base with cowhide & maroon leather 
with a brass plaque depicting the + Total neight 27” - 32 QUALITY 
most famous lines of our beloved —« $369 per pair i 


Aggie fight song. : 
Made in Texas 3610 Highway 6 South * College Station 


979,695,9400 © voww.qualitysuites-collegestation.com 

Call Today! |"isa' 

1-888-588-8268 =) 
www.shydecollection.com 


T a Lioas State F. _ 
I can get you big discounts on State Farm auto insurance. 


It’s true: you can get Good Neighbor coverage and service — the n 
best in'the business —at a price you can afford, In fact, you could ‘ . 


get discounts up to 40%. f | 1 


Get premium service without a premium price. 


To find out which discounts you qualify for, stop by my office or 
call: 281.980.5555. 
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maroon&whiterecruiting 


kick'em 
colts 


Luke Joeckel stands 6-6, weighs 290 pounds and 
is one of the most coveted offensive tackle prospects in the coun- 
try. His twin brother, Matt, stands just over 6-4, weighs 220 
pounds and racked up over 3,400 total yards and 38 touchdowns 
playing quarterback his junior year. Together, they’re helping 
the Arlington Colts reach new heights this season. 

Through the first ten games of 2009, the Colts have gone 8-2, 
thanks in large part to Matt’s efforts through the air. Against 
their state-ranked district rival, Arlington Bowie, Matt posted 
5A-player-of-the-week honors with his 370 yards of offense (247 
passing, 123 rushing) and 6 touchdowns (4 passing, 2 rushing). 
Numbers like those have become the norm for Matt this season, 
and if the Colts can continue their winning ways, it looks like a 
deep playoff run is in store for Arlington. 

As the promise of a state title looms, the Joeckel twins will un- 
doubtedly be remembered for their outstanding senior seasons. 
According to Arlington head coach Scott Peach, however, Matt 
and Luke will be remembered for much more. 

“The mark that they have placed on this program will last for 
many years to come,” Peach said. “Matt and Luke have dem- 
onstrated leadership, character, work ethic and so many other 
intangibles that you want from your players at the highest level 
for high school athletes. For example, every offensive lineman in 
our program now strives to play like Luke. These younger kids 
have witnessed first hand how to approach the game, and we are 
much better for it.” 

Last May, the Joeckels committed to play football for Texas 
A&M, choosing the Aggies over programs suchas Nebraska, Ar- 
kansas, Texas Tech and Houston. Though they never claimed to 
be a “package deal,” it was a safe bet that the twins would choose 
the same destination. After all, a brother’s bond is difficult to 
break. Plus, when you’ve got a good thing going, why mix it up? 

In an interview with Billy Liucci at TexAgs.com, Matt said that 
he was excited to have his brother protecting his blind side from 
Big 12 defenders. According to Luke, the feeling is mutual. 

“I was hoping that it would happen (playing together in col- 
lege) and it was really important because we're really close,” 
explained the nationally-ranked tackle. “I've always blocked for 
him and he has always been my quarterback. We've always been 
a good team and we’ve always won.” 

The Joeckels will be welcomed additions to the Aggie roster, 
and are set to graduate from high school this December in order 
to participate in A&M's spring drills. The extra workouts could 
pay huge dividends for both the twins and the Aggies, as each of 
their positions will present an opportunity for early playing time. 


For complete coverage of Texas A&M recruiting, contact Billy 


of the Maroon & 


At tackle, Luke could crack the starting rotation as early as 
next fall with the departure of seniors Lee Grimes and Michael 
Shumard and lack of experience from any other player on the 
Aggie roster. And while Matt’s opportunity probably won't arise 
in 2010, the quarterback race will be wide open once Jerrod 


Johnson exhausts his eligibility following next season. 


Tf you ask Coach Peach, the future of the Joeckel twins seems 
perfectly clear. 

“At Texas A&M, I believe Luke will be starting at tckle next 
fall,” he says. “I also know that Matt will be the next starting 
quarterback for the Aggies. I am so very proud of both of them, 
and I know that the sky is the limit for their futures. Kick’em 
Colts.” 


www.texags.com. 


ite Report at (979) 690-7361 or by vis 


Subscribe or renew online a ndillustrated.com 


Despite playing without several key players due to injuries, the Aggie soccer team enjoyed some great success on the 
field during Big 12 play. Unfortunately, the Ags finished one win short of regular season conference champion, Mis 
souri, and one goal short in the Big 12 Tournament final against Oklahoma State, A&M secured its 15th consecutive bid 
to the NCAA Tournament, but will make the trip to Baton Rouge, La., for the opening rounds. 
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ALLEN HONDA Aggie Owned & Operated 


Two Convenient Locations in College Station: 


710 Earl Rudder Frwy. S. at University 
979-846-7781 


12875 Wellborn/FM 2154 
979-764-7781 


TOLL FREE (866) 680-2424 * WWW.ALLENHONDA.COM 
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Dinpers < Spanish Winemaker Week 


Saturday, December 5, 2009 


Spanish wines are hot! Come find out why. The 
day begins with Doug Frost, Master Sommelier 
and America’s Eighth Master of Wine, conducting 
a seminar_on Wines from Spain. Midday, 
Maximilian Riedel of Riedel Crystal explains the art 
of the perfect wine glass. Vincent Friend of 
Coleccién_ Internacional del Vino and Jesus 
Martinez Bujanda of Bodegas Valdemar conduct 
the afternoon seminars and tastings. The evening 
culminates with a private showing of HEQUURCOFWNE 
exhibit and the exclusive Winemaker’s Dinner. 


a WS == “~? 
‘Apri 24) 2010 . Chien dune 1p, 2010 ° Texas 


ra ry Seth © i. 
for mere information hittp://5ushiibrany, ROU, edu 
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Subscribe or renew online at www.aggielandillustrated.com 
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THERE WERE OVER 
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Easterwood Airport — 
F ly into 
heart of 
Aggieland. 


Whether arriving by commercial airline or inyour own private aircraft, Easterwood Airport 
(CLL) provides the most convenient access to the Bryan-College Station community. The 
airport is located just minutes from Texas A&M University and the George Bush 
Presidential Library and Museum. American Eagle and Continental Connection offer daily 
flights connecting through the Dallas-Ft. Worth and Houston airports. General Aviation 
customers receive the best customer service from professionally trained line attendants 
and AVTRIP points for fuel purchases. 


www.easterwoodairport.com 
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Heading into the home stretch of the Big 12 schedule, the once-ranked Texas A&M volleyball team has lost a few heartbreakers and is sitting in the middle of 
the conference standings with some tough opponents ahead. The Aggies still have their eyes on the prize — advancing to the NCAA tournament for the first 
time since 2004 but will need to finish strong in order to improve their chances with the selection committee. 
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


SHANE LECHLER 


BY STEVE HUNT 


Ask any pro football fan who 
they consider to be the top punter in 
the NFL and nine times out of ten, the 
answer will be former Texas A&M All- 
American Shane Lechler. In fact, by the 
time the four-time Pro Bowler hangs up 
his cleats, he could be regarded as one of 
the best in NFL history. 

Lechler arrived in Aggieland in 1996 
after a standout career at East Bernard 
HS where he starred at quarterback, 
punter and kicker. He came to A&M as 
a quarterback, but some sage advice from 
then-head coach R.C. Slocum changed 
his football career and his life forever. 

“Coach Slocum really got me to where 
Tam now,” Lechler said. “I was wrapped 
up with still trying to play quarterback. I 
was mad I wasn’t getting to compete for 
the job. He finally sat me down and told 
me that if I just concentrated on punt- 
ing, that could work out for me for a long 
time and it has. He was very instrumen- 
tal in my career at college and now in the 
NEL. He was a great mentor and a great 
person for me to have there as a coach.” 

In his first season in maroon and white, 
Lechler earned Freshman All-American 
honors after averaging a freshman record 
42.7 yards per punt. His sophomore sea- 
son was even more amazing as he earned 
All-Big 12 honors and broke records with 
a 47-yard average. After a standout ju- 
nior and senior season, Lechler etched 
his name in the NCAA record books for 
career punt average (44.7), earning All- 
American and All-Big 12 honors along 
the way. 

In the 2000 NFL Draft, Lechler was 
selected in the fifth round by the Oak- 
land Raiders and immediately became the 
team} starting punter and one of the best 
in professional football. Nine years later, 
he holds numerous league and team re- 
cords and has played on the biggest stage. 

“It’s been fun,” he said. “I’ve had a lot 
of success. I've been to four Pro Bowls. 
I've played in the Super Bowl and have 
been in the AFC Championship Game 
twice. It’s really flying by. I feel like this 
should only be year four or five.” 

Part of his positive experience with the 
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Raiders has been playing for often-ma- 
ligned owner Al Davis. 

“Al is unique,” he admits. “He’s a very 
fiercely competitive person. He just wants 
to win and he'll do whatever it takes to 
win. People seem to be judging him a lot 
without knowing him. That's where he’s 
gotten a bad rap here or there. As far as 
an owner, he’s outstanding. He'll do any- 
thing for his players to put us in the right 
position to win football games.” 

Speaking of Davis, the Raider owner 
gave his standout punter a nice surprise in 
February 2009 with a four-year, $16-mil- 
lion contract, making Lechler the high- 
est-paid punter in league history. 

“It meant a lot to me,” he said. “It was 
just one of those deals I got blindsided by. 
Iwas ready to go into free agency and see 
what was going to happen there. Then, 
when Al called, it was pretty much a done 
deal. I never thought I'd see those kinds 
of numbers. It was a no-brainer.” 

Another part of being a Raider is play- 
ing his home games in front of arguably 
the most rabid group of fans in the NFL 
—the Black Hole. 

“It’s a totally different deal than what 
we had in college,” he admits. “A&M 
fans have a lot of class and respect for the 
other team involved at Kyle Field. With 
our fans out here in Oakland in the Black 
Hole, it’s like Halloween every Sunday 
night. You never know what you're go- 


ing to see or what’s going to happen. You 
have to go out and roll with the punch- 
es. The unique thing about it is that the 
Raider fans travel as well as Aggie fans. 
There are Raider fans all over the coun- 
try.” 

Even though he lives pretty far from 
Aggieland, Lechler’s ties to his alma 
mater still run deep, especially since he 
married a former A&M volleyball player, 
Erin Gibson. 

“I met Erin while she was in college 
playing volleyball,” he said. “We've now 
been married for eight years and have 
two kids. She’s a sports fan just like I am 
and understands what I go through on a 
day-to-day basis. It’s really been a great 
deal.” 

And like many Aggies who still keep 
tabs on the football program, he likes 
where things are headed under Mike 
Sherman. 

“Mike is a good guy,” Lechler said. 
“He's a no-nonsense person, which is 
what I think they needed after what they 
went through. I really respect him. I was 
able to play while he was there for a little 
while before he went to Green Bay. He’s 
a great coach and a good teacher of foot- 
ball. That’s probably the best way I can 
put it—he teaches the game the right way. 
He’s going to be a good one there. He’s 
going to get that thing turned around. 
Hopefully he keeps the ball rolling.” 
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17 Stories, 300-rooms ane 
3500 Square Foot Penthouse 


Located Across From 
‘Texas A&M University 


Whether you are hosting a group of friends for a big game party 
or an intimate gathering, The Penthouse with its unparalleled 
breathtaking views is the perfect place for any occasion. 


410 South Texas Avenue * College Station 
(979) 846-4242 * (800) 888-6937 * wwwplazacs.com 


MEETING THE DENTAL NEEDS OF 


TEXAS AGGIES 


A Conservative Dental Practice 


(979) 846-2098 


MPA j. Donald McLeroy, D.D.S. °68 
DDS 1 fatine R elon Singing der 


4343 Carter Creek Parkway, Suite 105 in Bryan. 
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www firstvictoria.mobi 


Make a fast break from traditional banking and go mobile. At First Victoria, we're bringing 


the bank to you. Introducing Mobile Banking—it’s a slam-dunk at First Victoria. 


979.260.3252 W Bryan - 29th St. 

979.779.5080 ¥ Bryan - Villa Maria Rd. 
979.693.1063 ¥ College Station - Southwest Pkwy. 
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in the 3rd quarter. (top) Junior JACK Von Mi 
the Aggie defense SU QB Zac Robinson and the Cowboy offense. 


FOOTBALL REWIND 


A look back at recent football games 
and Q&As with freshman Uzoma “EZ” 
Nwachukwu and sophomore Tony Jerod- 
Eddie By BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 
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(right) Sophomore WR/QB Ryan Tannehill 
makes the leaping grab to pick up the first 
down against Oklahoma State. Tannehill 
finished the game with 3 catches for 41 
yards, (above) Freshman RB Christine 
Michael! stiff arms a defender on a run 
during the Ags 36-31 loss to the Cowboys. 
(top) A&M defenders slam OSU QB Zac 
Robinson into the turf during the first half. 
(facing page) Freshman WR Uzoma "EZ" 
Nwachukwu catches the ball over defender 
Jamar Wall in the second quarter of the 
Texas Tech game. Nwachukwu finished with 
a teanhigh 4 catches for 79 yards in the 
Aggies’ 52-30 victory over the Red Raiders. 
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Ten questions for the 
freshman wide receiver 


What's the history and meaning of your 
name? 

It's of Nigerian descent. It's Ebo, My first name — 
Uzoma — means “the road is good," and my last 
name — Nwachukwu — means “child of God.” 


How does that apply to football? 

It’s motivating because | feel like God has a plan 
for me, the road is going to be good and every- 
thing is going to work out 


When did people start calling you "EZ?" 
I’m not sure. It was during 7th grade football 
The coaches started calling me that and It just 
stuck with me 


Why did you choose to come to Texas 
A&M? 

| think Coach Sherman definitely sold the pro- 
gram to me. He wanted to pass more and he 
needed the receivers to do it. Everything just felt 
right coming here 


What's your relationship like with Jerrod 
Johnson off the field, because it always 
seems like you're seeing eye to eye on the 
field? 

Jerrod is a cool guy. We share a lot of the same 
interests and things like that. We joke around all 
the time. | think we have pretty good chemistry 
on and off the field, He’s just a fun guy to play 
with, 


We heard you are a good musician and 
singer. When did you get into that? 

| started playing the guitar when | was six and 
started singing when | was in 7th grade and just 
kept with it. 


What's your favorite song to play on the 
guitar? 
“Follow Through” by Gavin DeGraw. 


We've heard that the team likes to sing 
“Lean on Me" together. Are you the lead 
singer for that? 

| get into that song because that’s my song. | 
love it. | get into a real rhythm and get the guys 
going with it. 


Jerrod and Christine Michael are pretty 
good singers too. How do you compare to 
those guys? 

I’m not going to lie to you, they both can sing 
pretty well. They might have to have a sing-off 


How exciting was it to come here with your 
Allen HS teammate Steven Terrell and how 
have you helped each other this year? 

That was another good selling point. Everything 
jelled. He is my best friend and we both bought 
into the system together. It’s great coming here 
with a friend because you have someone to 
lean on that has known you for a while. Itis 
awesome. MM 
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(above) Junior QB Jerrod Johnson hands off to sophomore RB Cyrus Gray 
against lowa State, Johnson accounted for four touchdowns and threw for 
234 yards on 23-of-28 passing, while Gray rushed for 119 yards on 21 carries - 
his second straight 100-yard game - leading the Aggies to a 35-10 victory. 
(facing page, top) Senior DB Jordan Pugh flies over lowa State’s Collin Franklin 
after intercepting QB Jerome Tiller’s first-quarter pass. Pugh had one of his 
best games in an Aggie uniform, finishing with a team-high 12 tackles and the 
interception — the second of his career. (facing page, bottom) Senior TE Jamie 
McCoy runs down the sideline in the fourth quarter of the lowa State game 
for a 38-yard gain. 
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Fourteen questions for the sophomore 
defensive tackle 


What is the story behind your last name? 

| was originally Tony Jerod when | came to Texas A&M. My dad wanted me 
to have his last name (Eddie), so | set down with him and my mom and we 
talked about it. | said if that was going to happen, | wasn't going to take 
the other name off. So we decided to hyphenate it. 


Speaking of Eddie, how would you describe your relationship with 
Eddie Brown? 

We are really close. He is my brother from another mother. We have that 
bond and we afe always together. There was just something that made us 
click from day one at A&M. Then there's the name similarity. 


Do you have a favorite move when you're trying to beat an offen- 
sive lineman? 

It's not really a move, but | guess bull rushing is my favorite. Coach Wyatt 
is always getting on me about bull rushing too much. He tells me, “Don’t 
run down the middle of the guy, don’t run down the middle of the guy.” 
But for some reason, | don’t know why, but | always bull rush, | bull rush 

and then | try to work a move in 


Do you have a favorite formation or play that you run on defense? 
We ran a formation against Kansas State called “mix” to try to take ad- 
vantage of the pass protection of their guards. Von Miller and Matt Moss 
played defensive tackle while me and Lucas or Eddie — whoever was in 

— played defensive end. It was like going back to the high school days so | 
enjoyed that. My favorite play would have to be “twist.” The strong side 
tackle penetrates while | distract the line. | make it seem like I’m coming 
and then while the other tackle is pushing, | wrap around. Most of the 
time it works really well and | come around free. 


How does it feel when you beat an offensive lineman or blow up a 
play? 

Its just like winning a game because every time you go against an offen- 
sive lineman, it’ like a game within the game, You have 70 games within 
the game and you try to win them. Obviausly you're not going to win all 
of them, but as a defensive lineman, if you win the majority of them, then 
the team |s likely to win most of the time. Usually if the defensive line is 
good, then the team is good. It’ a great feeling when you get the best 

of them. You're out there talking and competing and it’s real down there 
in the trenches, When you get the best of an offensive lineman, it always 
feels good 


How special is it to get to play with so many of your former DeSoto 
HS teammates? 

It's great because | grew up with these guys. We have a different kind of 
bond — a brotherhood. It’s great every time | see Von Miller get a sack or 
Cyrus Gray score a touchdown or Garrick Williams make a play like the 
interception against Texas Tech. It’s great to play with them, | love those 
guys 


Why did you decide to come to Texas A&M? 

Von was an amazing factor in my decision to come here, We lived together 
back home and we still live together at A&M. | used to come to the games 
with him all the time when he was getting recruited, Everything about the 
Aggies got me hooked. We came and did the Spirit of Aggieland and it 
was crazy, | had never really taken A&M into consideration, butas | came 
out here | just fell in love with it— the family atmosphere, the Aggie con- 
nection and everything, | just love being an Aggie 


When did you start playing football? 
| started playing football when | was about nine years old. That was my 
first peewee football experience, | didn’t play flag. | had to play with the 
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life. | pla 
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pretty well 


When you were little, what did you want to be when you grew up? 
A football or all player. | have pict. 
and the ball wa bigger than 


Do you have any hidden talents? 
1rap a little 


What do you want to have accomplished when your time at Texas 
A&M is over? 
int to be a part of bringing back the Wrecking Crew. | watch thase old 
S yed lights out. Tr 
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Season Preview: Women’s Basketball 
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Getting to know assistant coach Vic Schaefer and the 2009-10 women's basketball team 


When you graduated from A&M, did you ever imagine coming back 
to coach here? 

Well, | think you do imagine coming back to coach here, but | never 
thought in 1984 that | wauld come back and be a women's coach. | didn’t 
actually coach women’s basketball until 1990. Back then, certainly that 
was a dream, but | was awfully young and green like any other new gradu- 
ate. When | left here in December 1984 | didn’t have a job. The public 
school system doesn’t hire people in December. | didn’t get a jab until 
August before school started. It was typical...I went all summer without a 
job offer and then three to four weeks before school started | had four job 
offers. | ended up taking the least paying job because it allowed me to be 
at the high school level instead of having to be a junior high coach. That's 
how | ended up in Milby, which was a blessing. | think anyone who gradu- 
ates from a school and bleeds their colors as | bleed maroon would have 
the same goal 


Did Coach Blair have a hard time convincing you to come with him 
from Arkansas? 

Actually, when he was leaving Arkansas to come here, | was going to be 
the new head coach at New Mexico State. It’s a long story, but the bottom 
line was at the end of the day | was able to come back to Texas A&M. My 
mother lived in Houston at the time and her health was failing. | feit like 

if | went to Las Cruces, New Mexico that she may never see her grandkids 
again, At that time, they were 8 years old and that was important to my 
wife and |. And I’m proud to say that I've always been a momma's boy. As 
it turned out, my mother passed away a year and a half later, Obviously | 
have no regrets about coming to Texas A&M because of what we've been 
able to accomplish in basketball, but I'm even more blessed that this op- 
portunity came up and allowed me to be close to my mother that last year 
and a half of her life 


Are you hungry for another opportunity to be a head coach? 
Sure. | hope to get that opportunity one more time. When | left Sam Hous- 
ton State in 1997, Coach Blair and | agreed that going to Arkansas with 
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him would give me a better opportunity then staying where | was at that 
time. That was one of the biggest reasons why | went with him. So | do 
have that ambition, but until that happens I'm in a great place 


How much of a challenge is it to replace the senior leadership you 
lost from last year's team? 

Anytime you lose three four-year starters, that’s a big hole to fill. That’s 
about 135 victories that graduated. But we have some kids that have been 
here and played off and on and it’s time for them to step up. We've got a 
top ten recruiting class coming in and that's why we recruited those kids. 
They will have an opportunity to play. How hard is it going to be? | can't 
answer that today, ut we have some kids that are working really hard and 
we have a lot of confidence in our team 


What returning players do you expect to step up and become a big- 
ger part of the team this year? 

I think Damitria Buchanan is our most improved player and she has been 
doing a wonderful job in practice. She's doing a fairly good job in leader- 
ship. | think anytime you have a returning point guard that is a very im- 
portant piece to the puzzle and obviously we have one in Sydney Colson. 
Sydney Carter and Colson bring a lot of intangibles to the game. It's more 
than just X’s and O$ and baskets and defense that they bring. Those two 
kids along with Damitria are really important and obviously Ta 
who had a tremendous February and March for us and was Big 
comer of the Year last season after transferring from junior college. Those 
ate four players who have really stepped up early on for us. 


They call you the Secretary of Defense. How have you built this 
team into such a force on defense? 

| really just think it's the foundation that we laid from day one. | think it’s 
the fundamentals that we teach day in, day out. | think it’s having some 
selfless kids who are committed to being the best team they can be and 
being a good defensive team. | think it’s that combination of selflessness, 
being trustworthy to your teammates and the fact that it’s what we work 
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on every day. Defense is not complicated. | think a lot of times people try 
to overcomplicate it with 5, 6 or even 10 different looks that they have 
We've been pretty solid playing good halt-court man, we will press you in 
man and we have a really good match-up zone that we play that has a lot 
of man principles. Our zone is not that much different than man. So we're 
teaching the same things day in, day out. If you want to know what the 
secret is, it’s that we are creating habits. And they're good habits. 


Who do you expect to be your defensive MVP? 

| think we have some good candidates out there. We have Damitria who 
has a tremendous understanding of her role as a post player and help 
defender. There's Sydney Carter who is the hardest-nose kid on our team 
and would step in front of a freight train to take a charge. She has maybe 
the best feet of any kid I've ever coached. Tanisha is really long and then 
Colson has the quickest hands of any player I've ever coached. Each of 
those kids have intangibles and you're hopeful that you can put all those 
things together and add some other players to that chemistry that will help 
you continue to be as good as yau've been, The problem for usis that w 
are going to end up playing some new kids who haven't played much. So 
we're going to have some growing pains and we're going to be different - 
| keep saying that. | think we can be different in a good way, but there will 
be some growing pains with this group early on 


What do you like most about being a coach? 
The relationships | have with my players. | wouldn't trade them for any- 
thing. | look back over the years at some of the kids who I've had the privi- 
lege of coaching, the relationships | still have with them and the pride | get 
from seeing them be successful. |'m dating myself, but now | have former 
players with kids and | even havea former player who has a kid that is a 
player. When you've done it as long as | have — 24 years — that’s going to 
come around. But | just enjoy the relationships | have with my players and 
iate their efforts. | get so much gratification from sitting there and 
‘hing our team frustrate another team defensively. To me that’s what 
it's all about. When the lights come on and they are out there and the 
other team can’t get into their offense, can't make a pass and |s turning it 
over to us. Like we did against Oklahoma last year on Big Monday on na- 
tional TV. We're dawn 14 points and all af a sudden — boom, boom, boom 
—we're stealing it, laying it in, stealing it, laying it in, stealing it, laying it 
in — there’s a lot of gratification in that as a coach, And seeing your kids 
excited about doing that is very special, You can watch a lot of basketball 
on TV and you just don’t see that very often. With our kids, you can just 
see their faces light up. There’s a time in a game when you can see that 
our kids know they've got them. We're on to what they're trying to do and 
they won't be able to do it 


What are your thoughts on the other coaches on this staff and their 
impact on the players? 

We talk about chemistry in the locker room with the players, but I've 
always said that | think we have tremendous chemistry on our coaching 
staff. We have a cating staff and all love our players and | think they rec- 
ognize that. | think all our coaches have strengths that we're able to use 
as individuals and as a group. Coach Blair allows us all to work and | think 
that's very important. He trusts us and we have been with him a long time 
I'm going on year 13, Coach Bond is going on year 9 or 10 and we've 
known Coach Harris for a long time. We are a family. We have a tremen- 
dous passion for what we are doing. | think if you asked our players, first 
and foremost, they would say that we care about them deeply. | think that 
chemistry factor really plays a big part in the success of our program 


What are your expectations for this team this season? 

Our expectations are no different than for any other team. We've said all 
along that we're reloading. We've reloaded with a tremendous recruiting 
class and we have nine players back from what has been an Elite Eight/ 
Sweet Sixteen group. | think if you ask any of those nine, they would say 
they were disappointed in losing in the Sweet 16 last year. For whatever 
reason we did not play well that night and Arizona State did. That being 
said, we're after another Big 12 Championship this season and we want 
another 1-2 seed in the NCAA Tournament. We've been fortunate to ac- 
complish that 2-seed two years in a row now. There is a bunch of work in 
front of us to attain those goals, but | don’t think any of us are thinking 
anything different than that. | feel like we have the capability to win a Big 
12 Championship and if you do that, you've earned a great seed in the 
NCAA Tournament because this league is loaded with great coaches, great 
assistant coaches and great players, EM 


View the full Q&A on aggielandillustrated.com >> NAME: vic >> PASSWORD: dream 
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Season Preview: Men’‘s Basketball 


Seniors Derrick Roland, Bryan Davis and Donald Sloan want to leave 
as the winningest players in Texas A&M basketball history 
BY BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 & JASON MCCONNELL '01 
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How does it feel to be going into your final 
year in maroon and white? 

BD: It feels really good knowing we've 
far from our freshman year 

D-Ro: I’m excited but also a little nervous be- 
cause we know after the season we will all be 
going different places 

Sloan: Seems like we were freshman just a 
week ago. At the sz ‘ime, we are the finally 
the seniors on the team and it didn’t seem like 
it would ever happen, It's here and | want to 
soak it all up 


What would make this season a success in 
your mind? 

D-Ro: We want to go out as the three most 
winningest players in A&M history and win a 
Big 12 Championship 

Sloan: I'd say the same thing. Win a Big 12 
Championship, conference tournament or the 
whole thing — NCAA tournament. Either one of 
those would be really good 


How about all of them? 
BD: That would be really good. 
Sloan: Perfect. 


Take us through a typical day in the offsea- 
son for an Aggie basketball player. 

BD: Wake up at 5 a.m. Do some running on 
the indoor track. Shower. Go to twa classes. Hit 
the weights. Back to another class. Go to study 
hall for a little bit, Then it’s time for individuals 
Aiter that, back to study hall. Get home abou 
9:30 or 10 p.m. Then play video games 
Sloan: That's a typical day, not an extreme day. 


What's an extreme day? 
Sloan: if you have a test or something the next 


#3 derrick 
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day, who knows when you will get home, Could 
be midnight ar later. 

BD: Leave home at 5 a.m., get home at 11 p.m 
or later 


Who has improved the most in the offsea- 
son? 

D-Ro: David Loubeau. 

Sloan: | think everyone has done what they 
needed to do over the summer to improve 
their game, sol don’t think there's just one 
who has improved the most. | can go individu- 
ally through each player and say what he has 
changed or imoroved on to help the team be 
better 


What's your favorite thing about the new 
basketball facilities? 

Sloan: The exits laughing} 

D-Ro: The hot tub and cold tub 

BD: | like the underwater treadmill 

Sloan: | would say the film room, Peaple put a 
lot of money into these facilities and we're very 
thankful. We try to take advantage of every- 
thing available to us while we are here 


Who is going to be the breakout/most sur- 
prising player on this year's team? 

BD: | think probably Loubeau or maybe one 

of the freshmen will step up and shock some 
people. 


Tell us about each of the freshmen. What 
do you expect from each of them this year? 
BD: We're expacting them to come in and go 
hard, do whatever they can do to help us win 
and play their role. That's basically what our 
team is about. Everyone has to play their spe- 
cific role to help us win games. 
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As seniors, what have you learned that you 
are teaching the freshmen? 

BD: We'te trying to teach things like rotating on 
defense and other little things like that to help 
the team out, 

Sloan: We're trying to pull them along because 
it's not as easy as they probably thought it was 
going to be, We have embraced them and are 
letting them know that we are going to need 
them to step up and dive on the floor for loose 
balls, take charges and things like that to help 
us win. | think they are buying inte it 


Most outside the program were surprised 
to see Junior Elonu leave early for the NBA. 
Were you guys surprised at all? 

D-Ro: No, not really. Everyone got the vibe of 
who wanted to come back and be here and 
who didn’t. We really weren't getting the vibe 
that he wanted to come back. So we prepared 
for it all offseason, other people stepped up and 
we took it in stride. 


Who is the most underrated player on the 
team? 

Alll: Derrek Lewis 

BD: He hasn’t had many opportunities in 
games, but if you ask anyone who comes to 
practice, you will hear his name. He works really 
hard 


Are you looking forward to spending 
Thanksgiving in California this year? 

D-Ro: Yes, hopefully it will be better than Padre 
BD: |'m looking forward to it. I'm going to see 
some family out there 


Sloan: We're hoping Dash’s mom will cook 
something for us and bring it to the hotel 


Isshe a good cook? 
Sloan: | don’t know [laughing]. We haven't 
had her cooking before. Hopefully she wants to 
cook for us. 

BD: We're tired of having hotel food for 
Thanksgiving. Two years ago in New York we 
had pizza for Thanksgiving, Last year in Padre 
we had shrimp. Not what you typically eat for 
Thanksgiving. 


So you would like to have a real Thanksgiv- 
ing meal then? 

BD: Yes! We haven't had one in about four 
years. 


How about a potential rematch 
with UCLA while you are there? 
BD: | would love it. Right back in 
Anaheim. 

Sloan: if we take care of business, 
then we will be playing them. That's 
a game that | think we would all be 
fired up for. It probably wouldn't 
mean as much to the freshmen, but 
they know what happened 

D-Ro: | know it would mean a lot to 
me and the freshmen would be fired 
up for us. 
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What's your favorite thing 
about being an Aggie basketball 
player? 

BD: The support we get 


ADAMS 


Sloan: Yeah, our fan base is amazing. Even if 
we go through a losing streak, the fans are still 
there to support us. Its the Aggie way. 


How do you want to be remembered when 
your Aggie career is over? 

BD: Like D-Ro said, the three most winningest 
players in A&M history. 

D-Ro: A winner. That we just played as a team, 
were successful and nobody worried about per- 
sonal goals. 

Sloan: I'd like for us to be known as the three 
guys that got us past the Sweet 16. And hope- 
fully further 

BD: if we go out as the three winningest play- 
efs, it will be a perfect ending, IM 
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@ TOYOTA CENTER 


NCAA MEN’S BASKETBALL 


_ SATURDAY, DECEMBER ie, 2009 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 


Tickets available at TOYOTACENTERTIX.COM, by phone at 1.866.4HOUTIX, 
and select Houston area Randalls locations. 
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“It was Aggie Spirit realized in a 
physical form. It was bigger and 
greater than any other school could 
make it, and it was right out in 
front...for the world to see.” 

—ALAN KITCHINGS 


FIGHTIN’ TEXAS AGGIE 
CLASS OF 1998 


EMORY OF 


ONETRE 


BY LYSSA HAMILTON ‘99 


The emotion of the article is inescapable. A torrential down- 
pour of memories and the confounding combination of utter 
thrill and tragic loss leave me literally covered in chill bumps. 
How does one begin to explain the dichotomy of a tradition 
that embodies both The Aggie Family’ finest hour and its worst 
nightmare? 

On November 18, 1999 at 2:42 am, Aggie Bonfire collapsed 
just eight days shy of its annual engagement to light up the Col- 
lege Station sky. ‘Twelve students and alumni were killed in the 
accident, and 27 were injured. Over the coming days, a national 
media frenzy ensued. ‘Texas A&M University media relations 
staff fielded countless questions about the integrity of the Bon- 
fire design and the enforcement of safety regulations at the site. 
Students and faculty struggled to maintain the image of a fully- 
functioning academic environment, all the while haunted by the 
emptiness of classroom seats once occupied by victims of the 
tragedy. In time, family members of the deceased and injured 


began to file lawsuits, one by one, against the university. 

The decision-makers eventually passed down the unthinkable, 
but only reasonable solution — Aggie Bonfire would be suspend- 
ed, indefinitely. Although not technically a living and breathing 
being, for many of us, Aggie Bonfire also died that fateful night. 

As I was considering what exactly to write in this story, I called 
my sister to pick her brain a little bit. We spoke about old times 
and fond memories of Texas A&M. Suddenly, without provoca- 
tion, she made a statement that quickly became the foundation 
of this article. 

“People have forgotten that, before Aggie Bonfire was a trag- 
edy, it was really something great.” 

You're right, Les. It was. It was really something great. 

Therefore, with the utmost respect for those lives lost in the 
1999 Bonfire collapse, and to honor that which they were each 
so passionate about, this article is dedicated to Aggie Bonfire. 

In loving memory... 
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We remember. 77.78.99 


‘COURTESY COUSHING MEMORIAL LIBRARY, TAMU ATHLETICS DEPARTMENT & TIM DUFFY ‘98 


Dr. Andy Hansen 
Fightin’ Texas Aggie Class of 1971 


Bucky Richardson 
Fightin’ Texas Aggie Class of 1991 


Tim Duffy 
Fightin’ Texas Aggie Class of 1998 


{remember growing a Bonfire beard. The 

__ freshmen all had to chew tobacco and | 
‘hated tobacco. So We went out and bought 
a bunch of Tootsie Roll pops because the 
spit looked the same. Inevitably, at one 
point we ran out, and some upperclassmen 
made us chew some Red Man and there 
were several who got sick. Luckily | wasn’t 
one of them. 


Ih those days, the freshmen and sopho- 
mores would haul logs. The juniors got to 
ut some and the seniors got to use an ax. I 
couldn't wait to be a senior and be out 
there cutting like everybody else with 
my ax. 


It was a lot of fun and it was amazing. We 
would always play an away game the week 
or two before. I'll never forget staying 

‘on campus during those away games and 
building Bonfire. 


The first time | attended Bonfire was in 
1987. | can remember walking up as a team 
from Cain Hall to the Bonfire site on cam- 
pus. | remember arriving and walking up on 
stage, looking out at 50,000 people. It was 
a very overwhelming experience. | could 
not believe all these people were there to 
support theteam and the Aggies as we 
were getting ready to play against Texas. 


Bonfire symbolizes camaraderie — love and 
unity for each other and your school. Bon- 
fire is what we are, who we are, and 
what we are about. It’s my favorite tradi- 
tion at A&M. 


The Bonfire collapse was a tragic day for 
A&M. We will always remember those who 
lost their lives. Someday, someway, some- 
how, we need to bring it back to the Ag- 
gies. We should bring it back to honor their 
memory. 


When you're an underclassman, you don't 
really understand what Bonfire is about. 
You build it because you are told you're 
supposed to. You cut and you load. You do 
as you're told. Stack all night, and test at 8. 


As an upperclassman, you begin to under- 
stand that Bonfire is about something big- 
ger than you. This is where you meet your 
friends. It’s the only time when tensions 
between the Northside and corps dorms 
are cast aside for a common mission. It’s all 
about coming together as Aggies and 
building something great. 


As head yell leader at Aggie Bonfire ‘97, 

| was humbled to be there on stage and 
humbled to be part of such an awesome 
tradition. Looking out from the stage, the 
thousands of people faded into the dark- 
ness. | couldn't see them all, but | knew 
they were there. Al 


"Wealways say that Bonfire symbolizedithe’Aggies’ burning 
desire to beatitheshelltoutta Texas. Yeah, its true, We really \ 
want/to) beat Texas, but that’s not why Aggies come;to Bonfire. , 
Aggiescome tolBonfire Because theylare proud:to be Aggies.” 
<TIM BUFFY 


py FIGHTIN: TEXAS AGGIE 
'd " GIASS OF 1.998 


(above) The 12th Man welcomes junior QB Jerrod Johnson and the A&M football team back home at the Bright Complex around 1 a.m. following the Aggies’ 
blowout victory over Texas Tech in Lubbock. (below left) President Barack Obama speaks about community service at Rudder Auditorium on the Texas A&M 
‘campus with Former President George Bush (#41) and Defense Secretary Robert Gates. (below right) Reveille Vill leads the Aggie football team on to Kyle Field 
for the lowa State game. (bottom left) it was Billy Pickard Day at Kyle Field for the Oklahoma State game honoring his more than 50 years of service to Texas 
A&Mathletics. (bottom right) An all-time record crowd of 3,856 fans were on hand as the volleyball team took on the Longhorns. (facing page) Aggie dance 
team members (top and bottom) entertain the crowd at Maroon Madness on Kyle Field, while soccer fans (middle) yell for the Aggies against Texas Tech, 
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Let Buppy’s Catering Do the Cooking While You Enjoy! 


HOLIDAY SPECIAL 


Tender Roasted Turke 
Dinner with all the Trimmings 


$8 99 Feeds 10-12 People 
\ + 
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We Feed People. 
Any Food. Any Time. 


506 Sulphur Springs | BRYAN 
979.779.6417 
www.buppys.com 
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In 10 years I'll likely be still dancing hopefully 
and probably traveling. 


Why | love A&M: Mostly the traditions and the 
family feeling. It isa fun, positive atmosphere. 


Favorite tradition: The yells we do at the bas- 
ketball games —like “Sit Down Bus Driver” — are 
my favorite tradition. No one else has our yells. 
That is why | love them 


Favorite part about traveling: Getting to 
experience the postseason along with the team 


Movies | can't live without: Anything with 
Adam Sandler or Will Ferrell 


Music | can‘t live without: Hinder and Lil 
Wayne - he is pretty legit. 


Worst job I have had: When | was in high 
school, | needed some extra money because | 
broke a camera. | worked at the 00, thinking 
| would get to work with the animals, Instead, 
they made me clean up the cages. Fortunately, 
it was only a couple of months in the summer 


I came to Texas A&M because of the tradi- 


tions and the prestige of the school. | came and 
| just fell in love with it 


When | was little, | wanted to be a vet. Not 
so much anymore, but | guess it could still hap- 
pen 

The best part about being on the dance 
team is dancing with your best friends 

Talent | would most like to have: | would like 
to learn to play the piano and the guitar. | can 
already play the drums. Maybe sing. | could be a 
“one-man band!" | could be like Lil Wayne 


Besides the Aggies, my favorite sports 
team is the Dallas Mavericks 


I like to spend my weekends hanging out 
with friends and dancing, 

Dream date: Somewhere spontaneous but fun. 
Attribute you like the best about yourself: 
I'm always in a good mood 


Attribute you like the least about yourself: 
| can’t be taken too seriously, I'm always joking 
around 


If | had more time | would be an NBA dancer, 
go to college and travel — all rolled into one 
Favorite food: Italian — pasta 


Five people | would like to have dinner 
: Chelsea Handler, Will Ferrell, Brad Pitt and 
Angelina Jolie and their kids. 


Pet peeve: When people are necative. 


If | could have a superpower, it would be to 
fight like Electra in the movie Daredevil 


If | won the lottery, the first thing I'd buy 
is an amazing house for my parents and all the 
toys at Toys”R” Us for my little sister, | don’t get 
her enough toys. 


Odds of having the Dance Team at football 
games: Last year we tried to get a signing go- 
ing on to see if people would approve of it or 
vote for it. We got a lot of people who were 
interested in it and excited about it, but | don’t 
think it was approved by the athletic depart- 
ment. But, you never know. | think it would be 
a lot of fun, just to have same pep going on the 
sideline, BN 
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are and most insurance plans are accepted 


today for a consultation 


1721 Birmingham or, Ste: 202 
College Station. Texas \uullm 


TEXAN Chiropractic 


agger Back in Texans 


Specializing in athletes of all ages. 
Low force “activator technique.” 


We take the fear out of chiropractic. 


DANIEL BETTIOL, DC ¢ SHEILA BETTIOL, LMT 
2151 Harvey Mitchell Pkwy Suite 112 College Station 
979-764-3100 « texanchiropractic @verizon.net 


mal service. 


ELLIOTT ELECTRIC SUPPLY 


2501 Cavitt in Bryan ~ (979) 779-6630 
Mon. - Fri. 7 am - 5:30 pm ~ Sat. 8 am - 12 noon 


www.elliottelectric.com 


Subscribe or renew online at www.agaielandillustrated.com 
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“| was honored to serve on the firing squad for the Ross Volunteers, 
but my memories of Silver Taps still bring tears to my eyes.” 


Being one of the leading cardiothoracic surgeons 
in the Bryan/College Station area, you might be surprised to 
learn that Dr. Andrew Hansen °71 didn’t always aspire to become 
a doctor. It wasn't until after his high school biology class that 
Hansen even considered the medical field. 

“I wanted to follow in my dad’s footsteps and be an engineer,” 
he admits, “but he saw my interest in biology and suggested that 
I become a ‘body engineer.” 

‘The Port Arthur, TX, native had opportunities to attend sev- 
eral prestigous universities out of high school including Rice, 
Cal Tech and even MIT, but for Hansen, the decision was easy. 

“My father was class of '42 and a member of the Corps of 
Cadets and Ross Volunteers, but he never pushed me to go to 
A&M,” Hansen said admirably. 

Even without any pressure from his father, Hansen realized 
that A&M was “where he fit in.” 

And that’s just what he did. Like his father before him, Hansen 
was a member of the Corps and Ross Volunteers while at A&M. 
“Some of my very best friends were in that group,” he said. 

Hansen’s first medical experience started when he worked be- 
tween college semesters at a Port Arthur hospital as a scrub tech. 

“I met a lot of surgeons and I realized that was what I wanted 
to do,” he said. 

After graduating from ‘Texas A&M in 1971, he moved to Lub- 
end medical school. Even though he was hundreds of 
y, Hansen enjoyed keeping up on the latest events in 
Aggieland. 


AGGIELAND ILLUSTRATED 


Further deepening his connection with A&M, Hansen served 
as president of the Association of Former Students. He spent 
nearly every weekend in Aggicland during that time. 

Through his work, Hansen and the class of 55 donated a foun- 
tain by the Association building. The fountain isn’t just a nice 
attribute to the architecture of the building —it’s also where Han- 
sen proposed to his wife and they were married in the Center. 

Hansen and his wife, Kathy, both thrive on the Aggie spirit. 
Though she graduated from Texas Tech, he proudly explains 
that she’s become a spirited Ag. 

“The thing she enjoys most about A&M is the consistency 
with the yells and knowing what to expect,” he admits. 

Tt was Kathy who finally convinced Hansen to move his prac- 
tice from Lubbock to Aggieland. ‘To them, College Station pro- 
vided the perfect environment for raising a family. Shortly after 
his visit in 2007, they made Aggieland their home. 

Currently, Dr. Hansen practices both cardiothoracic and vas- 
cular surgery. Although most surgeons don’t like to do varicose 
vein surgery because of its nature, Hansen meets the challenge 
with a fresh perspective. Now, what used to be a complex, risky 
surgery can be done in his office. 

“It’s really neat to have been a part of an old technology that 
made surgeons dislike the operation and to now be a part of a 
new, well-developed one,” he admits. 

Now, Hansen is right at home in Aggieland with tickets to as 
many A&M sporting events as he can attend — home or away — 
and a close connection to the university he loves. ™ 
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The Difference is 


Capture the spirit 
of Aggieland atthe 
Courtyard by Marriott 
in College Station. 


The Courtyard offers great 
amenities such astree 
high-speed intemes; a full 
hhot buffet breakfast at the 
Courtyard Cafe; dinner 
delivery service; and a 
lounge bar in the evening 
just to name-a few. 


Whether you're in town for 

business or just to cheer on 

the team, the Courtyard is 
the place to stay. 


www.courtyard.com/clley 
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1939 TEKAS AGGIES 


The Greatest Generation’s 
Greatest Team 


MICKEY HERSKOWITZ 
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The 1939 Texas Aggies 
by Mickey Herskowitz 
Cloth hardcover, 260 pp * $24.95 


Special Leatherbound Ed. » $74.95. 
limited quantities available 


This is how the building of a national 
championship team begins: The foot- 
ball stadium is heavily in debt—by a 
quarter of a million dollars. The 
administration and the players feared the 
bank would repossess it. 

These were the Texas Aggies, who 
couldn't afford to pave the dirt under the 
stands in the north end zone. 

They were coming off a .500 season, 
and in the preseason polls for 1939 had 
been picked to finish fifth—in the 
Southwest Conference. 

They would go on to win it all. 


Herskowitz 
collection 11 
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We've Never Been Licked DVD 


Forgive Us Our Press Passes: 
1942 = Limited Edition Release + The Mickey Herskowitz Collection I 


$20.95. Cloth hardcover, 260 pp * $20.95 
Filmed on the A&M campus during A collection of 83 of Mickey's best 
World War Il, Walter Wanger's war columns on football, baseball, bas- 
drama tells the story of Aggies ketball, horseracing, golf, boxing, 
doing their part against Japan. patriotism, and tributes to departed 
Robert Mitchum's first film. Stars sports greats. Mickey Herskowitz 
Hom Beety: ae ane Mee fells the grand panorama of 
tawley. Includes rare footage of America sports i} tell 
ABM in the 19408, Relive the old i, ‘Shorts lovers wil dinonver there 
army days at Texas A&M. is nothing to forgive but everything 
to appreciate in this classy new 
book by the dean of Texas sports 
writers. 


With an Introduction by Hall of Fame 
pitcher Nolan Ryan 


approximately 75 minutes 


Order individually or get all three for $49.95* (save $16.90) 
Order online at 1939aggies.com 


A project of 
the Class of 
1960 


or call toll-free 1-866-774-5786 


“$89.95 for Leatherbound edition combo 
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www.aggielandillustrated.com 
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If there was a 
of Medical Facilities, this would be it! 


St. Joseph Emergency Center 
A fully equipped, fully staffed, 24/7/365 state-of-the- 
art ER. 


St. Joseph Diagnostic Center 
A soothing, spa-like environment to make your imaging 
experience as comfortable and relaxing as possible. 


PRSRT STD 
U. S. POSTAGE 
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COLLEGE STATION, TX 


Full-service, outpatient imaging and diagnostics 
Full-service laboratory 
CT scanner * MRI X-ray * Ultrasound 
Digital mammography. 


Finally, more convenience and easier access to comprehen- 
sive ER and diagnostic services for the growing South College 
Station and Brazos County community. 


Joining the St. Joseph Express located on the growing St. 
Joseph College Station Campus. 


4411 Hwy 6 South 
College Station 
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Located near the corner of William D. Fitch 
and Hwy 6, behind St. Joseph Express 


